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Broad coalition of business, industry, and neighborhood groups forms in support
of Sound Transit light rail tunnel under Lake Washington Ship Canal
•

Drawbridges are regulated by the Coast Guard and give priority to ships.

•

Riders need to be able to rely on the regional system to be on time, only a
tunnel controlled by Sound Transit achieves that need.

•

Other options for the corridor would reduce bus transit that serves local
riders and freight and vehicular access needed by industry, businesses,
and the Port of Seattle.

Today, the Northwest Seattle Coalition for Sound Transit 3 sent the City of Seattle and
Sound Transit a letter advocating for Sound Transit to build a new light rail tunnel under
the Ship Canal. As part of Sound Transit 3, the new Ship Canal tunnel would connect
Ballard to Downtown Seattle, SeaTac Airport and Tacoma. The Coalition, comprised of
industry, business and neighborhood associations, has aligned specifically in support of
Sound Transit’s “Candidate Project C-01c” (see attached map).
Reliability is the most important metric for the Ship Canal crossing as Sound Transit
builds a system to transport the region for the next century. The reliability of the Ship
Canal crossing will directly effect operations of light rail from Ballard to Tacoma. Sound
Transit would not control openings of a new drawbridge. Instead, the drawbridge would
open for ships as they pass during most hours of the day. The Coalition agrees, we
don't need another drawbridge to handicap our much needed regional transit system
with cascading delays.
The Coalition also supports prioritized expansion east from Ballard to the University
District (“Sound Transit’s “Candidate Project C-02”) and expansion north from Ballard to
Crown Hill and Northgate. All are growing areas with density supporting light rail.

What this means
On December 4, 2015, Sound Transit unveiled its Candidate Projects for potential
inclusion in its System Plan. Sound Transit has requested that Municipalities, including
the City of Seattle, and large stakeholder groups provide their input on or before
January 21, 2016. The Coalition’s letter was sent to the City of Seattle and Sound
Transit today in order to give the City time to respond.
That input will help inform the full Board’s discussion at their January 28 meeting.
Continued discussions in February will focus on shaping a draft Sound Transit 3 system
plan that the Board anticipates releasing in March for public input in April. All of this
work will guide what is on the ballot in November of 2016.
“A Ship Canal tunnel is a win for Seattle and the region. We are all excited to increase
our access to SeaTac Airport and Tacoma.” said Ben Broesamle, the Northwest Seattle
Coalition for Sound Transit 3’s coordinator, “People who currently use Ship Canal
bridges have experienced delays from drawbridge openings just when they need to be
somewhere. Building a tunnel will create the best, most reliable transit system that will
serve our region for over 100 years into the future. We expect Ballard to be a major
transit hub, but this area is also home to a growing number of people, businesses and
industries, as well as the Port of Seattle. They all need bus, freight and car access too.
A Ship Canal tunnel serves everyone in the 15th Avenue corridor best.”
More details on Sound Transit’s analysis of light rail routes can be found at
http://soundtransit3.org/document-library.
Who we are:
The Northwest Seattle Coalition for Sound Transit 3 is composed of ten business,
industry and neighborhood groups from Seattle neighborhoods north of Denny Way and
west of Lake Union: the Ballard Chamber of Commerce, the Ballard Partnership for
Smart Growth, the Interbay Neighborhood Association, the Magnolia Chamber of
Commerce, the Magnolia Community Council, the Magnolia-Queen Anne District
Council, the North Seattle Industrial Association, the Queen Anne Chamber of
Commerce, the Queen Anne Community Council, and the Uptown Alliance.
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