
January 21, 2016 

Sound Transit Board  
Union Station 
401 South Jackson, St. 
Seattle, WA 98104-2826 

Honorable Sound Transit Board members: 

The City of Fife remains committed to provide any support we can to help place the ST3 ballot 
measure before the voters in November 2016.  The City Council and our staff are committed to 
work shoulder to shoulder with the Transit Board to support the measure. 

On January 19, 2015 your staff, Chelsea Levy and Eric Chipps, provided an exemplary 
presentation on the status of ST3 and answered many questions on the Federal Way to Tacoma 
Dome spin extension.  The purpose of this correspondence is to provide supportive comments 
and our strong preferences as you deliberate and move forward.  In summary, the City of Fife 
requests that the Sound Transit Board: 

· Include project S-04 in the ballot measure:  “That would extend light rail from the
Federal Way Transit Center area to Tacoma Dome Station generally following SR 99 in a
primarily elevated profile or with a mix of elevated and at-grade sections.”

· Support the station in Fife: consistent with our Comprehensive Plan and all the best
practices for Transit Oriented Development

· Partner with the Puyallup Tribe of Indians: and all the citizens in Fife to further enhance
the quality of life for all our citizens and business.

· Enhance agency collaboration: immediately to ensure that the WSDOT direction for
“practical design” is initiated into Puyallup River crossings and SR167 Gateway extension
to fully realize to the maximum extent possible:

o Environmental protection;
o Cost efficient savings for engineering and construction; and
o Streamlined public process for planning and permitting.

As we have discussed, this needed light rail project is consistent with our Comprehensive Plan 
calling for a new “Fife City Center” (Regional Center).  The Light Rail is also consistent with each 
of our 2015/16 Council goals to: 
· Proactively promote the future of the City through completion of the City Center vision

process and supporting documentation. 



· Design and implement with key stakeholders, a transportation system that brings people 
together, encourages people oriented development while assuring the smooth flow of 
commerce by;  
o Assuring that transportation solutions consider long-term impacts on quality of life in a 

comprehensive manner. 
o Focusing capital expenditures on community connectivity, putting a priority on those 

projects which serve to fill the gaps in the network. 
o Identify and implement a cross railroad right-of-way connector solution. 

· Foster a style of government that proactively engages the public; is transparent and easily 
accessible. 

· Maintain and enhance levels of service through efficiencies and partnerships. 
· Promote Intergovernmental Cooperation in Regional Planning and other areas of common 

interest. 
 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the work that has been completed.  Again, the 
City of Fife remains committed to provide any support we can to help place the ST3 ballot 
measure before the voters in November 2016. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Winston Marsh  
Mayor  
City of Fife 
 
 
cc: Bill Sterud, Chairman Puyallup Tribal Council, 3009 E. Portland Ave., Tacoma, WA 98404 
 Marilyn Strickland, Mayor City of Tacoma, 747 Market St., 12th Floor, Tacoma, WA 98402 
 Lynn Peterson, Director WSDOT, POB 47370, Olympia, WA 98504-7370 


